
What’s coming

Session 2



Agenda for this session

• Overview of Funding Round 1
• Details of the Guidelines
• Break
• Open forum for questions
• Close and next steps



Overview of the NDRP
The National Disability Research Partnership (NDRP) will fund research led by and 
with people with disability. We will collaborate to share learnings and build the 
evidence base for successful disability policy and practice.

We exist to build an inclusive national disability research program in Australia. 



Overview of the NDRP

We exist to build an inclusive national disability research program in Australia. 

How we do this:

fund research that is informed by the 
NDRP Research Agenda

make sure research is done by and with 
people with disability

strengthen disability research capacity

mobilise evidence for action to 
influence policy and practice



Our Guiding Principles - the NDRP seeks to:

Advance high-quality research that informs 
disability policy and practice in Australia
Value the knowledge of people with disability 
in research
Strengthen disability research capacity
Share research findings widely in useful and 
accessible ways



Research areas
Upholding and 
promoting the rights of 
people with disability

Safety of people 
with disability

Health and wellbeing

Housing for people with 
disability

Inclusive and accessible 
communities

The National Disability 
Insurance Scheme

Personal and 
community support for 
people with disability

Community attitudes
Employment of people 
with disability

Education and learning 
for children with 
disability

Education and learning 
for adults with disability

Transition of young people 
with disability from 
education to employment



Funding rounds in 2025

Round 1 
Opens March 2025

Round 2 
Opens October 2025



Funding rounds in 2025

Round 1 
Form opens 17 March 2025

Form closes close 28 April 2025
Projects start June/July 2025
Projects go for 6-10 months - finished before May 2026



Funding Round 1 

All projects will use co-design approaches. 
2 streams: 
1. Co-design research proposals to use in an application for future 

research funding. 
2. Use knowledge synthesis methods to bring together what is 

already known about a topic, and co-produce reports, briefs, 
guidelines or similar. 

Topic: Safety of people with disability



Key documents for Round 1
NDRP 2025 
Research Grant 
Funding Overview

NDRP 2025 
Research Funding 
Round 1 Grant 
Guidelines

SmartyGrants Form

https://ndrp.smartygrants.com.au/

https://ndrp.smartygrants.com.au/


Find out more information from our website

Frequently 
asked questions 

(FAQs)

Read the NDRP 
Research 

Funding Policy

Read the NDRP 
Research 
Agenda

Read the NDRP 
Principles

Read 
the Frequently 

Asked Questions

Join an online 
session





NDRP 2025 Research Grant Funding Overview

Which document? Also, in Easy Read And in Plain language



What’s in the overview? 1/2

• Our 2025 research topic – safety of 
people with disability

• Our research agenda and principles
• Grant funding rounds in 2025
• The type of research we fund and 

support



What’s in the overview? 2/2

• Who can apply for funding?
• How to apply for funding
• How we support applicants and project 

teams
• How we choose projects to fund and 

support
• Glossary of key terms 



NDRP 2025 Research Funding Round 1 Grant Guidelines

Which document? Also, in Easy Read And in Plain language



What’s in the guidelines?

• Our goals
• Budgets
• Timeframes
• Eligibility
• Project deliverables
• Project Leads, project team members 

and partners
• Assessment criteria



Funding Round 1 

All projects will use co-design approaches. 
2 streams: 
1. Co-design research proposals to use in an application for future 

research funding. 
2. Use knowledge synthesis methods to bring together what is 

already known about a topic, and co-produce reports, briefs, 
guidelines or similar. 

Topic: Safety of people with disability



Budgets up to $60,000
wages 

payments for people who are not paid a wage for their role in the 
project

reasonable travel and accommodation costs

costs to host meetings, including catering

aids to support inclusive participation (e.g. Easy Read, Auslan, 
captioning, interpreters, translation) 

some equipment or items to support inclusion and accessibility 

training activities (e.g. LGBTQIA+ inclusion training)

Yes



Budgets up to $60,000
No
organisational fees (e.g. admin, infrastructure, overheads) 

the purchase of major equipment

subcontracting large parts of the project to people or 

organisations who are not listed as team members or 

partners

No



Timelines – Grant Round 1

Guidelines 
released

Form opens 
17 March 

2025

Form closes 
28 April 

2025

Assess 
applications

Announce 
funding

Projects 
start June or 

July 2025

Projects 
complete 
May 2026 
or earlier

6 to 10 months

6 weeks



Timelines – Grant Round 1
• Form opens 17 March 2025
• Form closes 28 April 2025

Independent panels review and scores applications 
NDRP leadership chooses projects to fund 

• Projects start June/July 2025
• Projects must be finished by May 2026



People in the project

Project team members

Partner 
organisations

Project Lead

Lead 
organisation



5 key assessment criteria
Impact on policy, practice or programs (25% weighting) – up to 
600 words

Impact of the project’s process (15% weighting) – up to 600 
words

Project methods (30% weighting) – up to 1,000 words

Capacity and resources to deliver the project (30% weighting) 
– up to 400 words

Overall value and risk (unweighted) – up to 300 words



Break



Questions?



Resources and next steps

• Key messages from today’s session
• Next steps
• Resources
• Support information



How to engage with the NDRP

Email: info@ndrp.org.au

Phone: 03 9000 3813

Subscribe to our newsletter at 
wwwˌndrpˌorgˌau for updates

Follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn

https://www.facebook.com/people/National-Disability-Research-Partnership-NDRP/100083814751409/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ndrp
mailto:info@ndrp.org.au
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___http:/www.ndrp.org.au/___.Y3A0YTpuZHJwOmM6bzowNWY4YjFjZWRkMjQ5YjRmZDY2NWNhMGFjNzEzYzIyNTo2OjljOTQ6YzY0Zjg2MjkzNDY5NmUwNThmMTIyMjZlZWE4ZGEyZTRjMTk4MTgwY2EzOTViY2YxYWE1YWYxZTQwZmRmMDc3ZTpwOlQ6Tg
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